Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.236; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.6.
The title compound, [Ni(NCS) 2 (C 9 H 8 N 2 ) 4 ], crystallizes with two independent half-molecules in the asymmetric unit and the Ni II ions situated on centres of symmetry. In both independent molecules, the Ni II ion displays a compressed octahedral environment formed by four N atoms from the 1-phenyl-1H-imidazole ligands, which define the equatorial plane, with a mean Ni-N distance of 2.119 (11) Å , and two axial N atoms from two NCS À anions, with a mean Ni-N distance of 2.079 (7) Å . The crystal packing exhibits weak intermolecular SÁ Á ÁS contacts of 3.411 (2) Å .
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For the crystal structures of related Ni complexes, see: Liu et al. (2005 Liu et al. ( , 2006 ; Pang et al. (2007) ; Zheng & Jin (2012) .
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Figure 1
Two independent molecules of the title compound shown in (a) and (b), respectively, with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme [symmetry codes: (A) -x+1, -y+2, -z; (B) -x+1, -y+1, -z+1]. H atoms were omitted for clarity. 
